TIPH
About TIPH

TIPH is a civilian observer mission present in the city of Hebron upon
invitation by the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority. The
mission was called for by the Palestinian Authority and the Government of
Israel in order to support them in their efforts to improve the situation in
Hebron and to create a sense of security for the Palestinians in Hebron.
TIPH has existed in the present form since 1997 and the observers come
from TIPHSs six contributing countries: Denmark, Italy, Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland and Turkey.

The Israeli and the Palestinian Authorities agree twice a year if they wish to
renew the mandate and sign an extension of the agreement. TIPH is
financed exclusively and directly by its six contributing countries.

What we do

TIPH observes and reports on breaches of the agreements between the
Palestinian Authority and Israel on Hebron, as well as on violations of
international humanitarian law and international human rights law. TIPH
presents its findings to the six contributing countries and to the Palestinian
Authority and the Government of Israel.

TIPHs mandate states that TIPH is established to promote by their
presence a feeling of security to the Palestinians of Hebron and to help to
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promote stability in the city. The TIPH observers are patrolling seven days a
week, all year around in order to assist in the monitoring obligations in the
Hebron Agreement. As a civilian observer mission TIPH is not authorised to
intervene in incidents or disputes.

About the division of the City of Hebron

TIPH relates to Hebron as one, undivided city. The division of security
responsibilities between the Palestinian Police Forces and the Israeli
Defence Forces will not divide the city. Movement of people and goods
should not be restricted.

Mandate and tasks

The main task of TIPH is to observe, and report on the situation in Hebron
which is the Area of Responsibility. The mandate states that TIPH “assists

In monitoring and reporting efforts to maintain normal life in the city of
Hebron, thus creating a sense of security among the Palestinians in
Hebron.” TIPH reports on breaches of international humanitarian law and
international human rights law and of the Hebron-related agreements. The
reports are shared with the Palestinian and Israeli Authorities as well as
the six contributing countries. TIPH tries to keep a visible presence
throughout the city, and especially in known hotspots such as the Old City,
Tel Rumeida, Tariq Bin Ziad and Jabal Jawhar. We patrol every day, all
year around in order to monitor and observe on the situation in the city. In
addition, we have a number where people can call 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week and inform us if something is going on in the city that we should
observe.

The Agreement on TIPH identifies seven tasks:

« to promote by their presence a feeling of security to the Palestinians
of Hebron;
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« to help promote stability and an appropriate environment conducive to
the enhancement of the well-being of the Palestinians of Hebron and
their economic development;

« to observe the enhancement of peace and prosperity among
Palestinians;

« to assist in the promotion and execution of projects initiated by the
donor countries;

« to encourage economic development and growth in Hebron;

« to provide reports ; and

« to coordinate its activities with the Israeli and Palestinian authorities.

Agreements and Resolutions

UN Security Council Resolution 904

The first call for international observers in Hebron was made by the UN
Security Council following the massacre in the Ibrahimi Mosque/Cave of
Machpela on 25 February, 1994. Through resolution 904, the Security
Council strongly condemned the massacre and called for measures to be
taken in order to guarantee the safety and protection of Palestinian civilians.
The first TIPH was established in May 1994, but withdrew after three
months as an agreement on an extension of the mandate could not be
reached.

Oslo Il Accords

In September 1995, the Parties called for another temporary international
presence in Hebron, under the Interim Agreement on the West Bank and
Gaza Strip (also called Oslo Il or Taba Agreement). The Oslo Il Accord
addressed the partial redeployment of the Israeli Defence Forces in
Hebron, and restrictions of movement in the city.

Protocol Concerning the Redeployment in Hebron
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The details of the redeployment in Hebron were agree on by Israel and the
PLO and describes the division of the security responsibilities in the city.

Both Parties confirmed their commitment to maintain normal life in Hebron
and to prevent any provocation or friction that may jeopardise such efforts.

Agreement on Temporary International Presence in the City of Hebron

On 21 January 1997, Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organisation
concluded the agreement of the Temporary International Presence in the
City of Hebron. The agreement established the current form of TIPH and
outlines the mandate, tasks and area of responsibility. The agreement is
renewed every six months and signed by the Israeli and Palestinian
Authorities as well as by the six contributing countries.

Memorandum of Understanding on the Establishment of a Temporary

International Presence in Hebron

Shortly after the signing of the Agreement on TIPH, the six contributing
countries concluded a memorandum of understanding on the organisational
structure and operational guidelines of TIPH. The MoU is signed by the
contributing countries and agreed to by the Israeli and Palestinian
Authorities.

Mission Facts

Location: Hebron, occupied Palestinian territory
Duration: May, 1994 to present

Head of Mission: Brigadier General Einar Johnsen
Observers: 64 international mission members
Contributing countries: Denmark, Italy, Norway
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey
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